Monthly Report Agrlculture Section
June lst to 3th, 1945
Narrative

The month of June has been relatively cool and excellent
crop growing weather as is evident by the fine suger beet,
small grein, and other crop prospects in this valley and on
most of the leased WRA land, The storm which dameged bulld-
ings in the Center on the 26th, imporved the XY rench pastures
which were getting dry at the tive. However, the storm
partly filled the silage pit which had to be pumped out and
maede a lake at the heg farm which has been drained.

The cattle have continued to make good gaina beth in
the feerll lots and on pasture, The flles which usually cause
trouble by tuls time have not been as bad as iIn past seascns,.
Fly spray 1s being used at present on all the cattle and
appears to have good effect.

At present 110 cattle are in the feed lots getting
a balanced fattenlng feed of Grain Sorghum Silage; a2 omall
amownt, of ground grain with Probien Supplement and Alfalfa
hay. Eight head of cattle which falled to make gains in the
feed lots or on grass pasture have been placed in the alfalfa
pasture on the hog farm where they are showing some Iimprovement.
iha a;;:aga live-welght of these cattle 1s sbout 200 to
000 .

The hogs contlnue to be healthy and make good gmins.
Although the inventory figure in low the average live
welght continues to galn due to the low sleughter rate,
This is the second month with cut a death loss. All hogs
gre fed garbage on alfalfa pasture where the ample shades
are provided,

Klfslfa hay which is surplus to the needs of our cattle
is belng hauled and sold to the Denver Alfalfa end Nilling
Coe. &t Brestol when 1t 1s possible to get in the flelds
between cuttings,. \















Monthly Report Agriculture Section
July 1 to 31, 1945
Narrstive

The continuous heat and drought of the past month has been
broken only once when a heavy shower geve relief for s few
days. Arkensas Valley crops look fine but are showing the
effect of the heat, A record whsat crop has been hervested
on the dry land with ylelds often above &0 bushels per acre,

Ranchers Iin this valley have slways recognized the fly and
insect problem as a predominant hezard to livestock production
during summer months. Thle season 18 no exception. Pastures
are dry end rflles are very bad, However, the cattle continue
to make good gains both on pastures and in feed lots, a fsect
which hes ereated considerable interest among valley people.

The Project antlclpated this problem and prepsred for it by
acquliring from the srmy & supply of the inaectteid:mggg. With
the aid of local veterinerian, spolicetlions were ¢ ed
June 1Y. The flrat used was one quart of 5 percent DDT
sclutlon for each 12 head. Subsequently the bslsnce of the
herd, approximetely 300 hesd, were treated st intervals of
two to three weeks. Varlous methods of application were
tried, first an alr pressure psint gun was used but later a
portable liquld spreyer was found more desirable. A zood
control was found by spraylng the backe, legs .and undersides
of the cattle. The flles are destroyed by the contact with
the crystalline resldue remalnlng on the hdr, so therefore
complcte coversge 1s not necsessary. Appllcation of =olutions
of DDT ranging from 2 to & percent were tried. The higher
concentration at greater rates of application eppesrs fo

have better lssting gualltles, Railn seems toc have little
effect in removing the crystals or their effectiveness.

IDT was used in comblnetlon with Pyrethrum fly spray wlth
splendld results in the slaughter house, First a small amount
of LDT was sprayed on window: and walls. Then the bullding

Was closed tilghtly end the alr was sprayed with Pyrethrum fly
spray. Jlmmediately ell the fllee sttempt to get cut of the
bulding through the windows and are destroyed in contact of DDT,

An sbundance of gearbage foed has been mvallable for the hogs.
Henvy feecing and relatively slower slaughter rates has
resulted in the hogs scqulring welgnt considerably sbove that
usually recommended, However, under the circumstances the
galnz have Leen ecomomlc Lecause the merket at present does
not materlally discriminate between light and heavy welghts,
end lagk of market for garbage would have caused heavy loss
hed 1t not been for the hog project. Proper management,
ineluwding running weter in alfalfa flelds, ample shade, and
Egcd senitetion, has elimlnated death loases. Thls is worthy

I not because death losses are commonly severe among heavy
hoge during hot wsather.


















